
OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

Prices include a seat on the coach  and the coach driver’s gratuity. All 
coach journeys will start from the Hospice and will return to the Hospice.

Pick-up points after the Hospice will not be available.

Normally cars may  be left in the gravel overflow car park at the Hospice 
for the duration of the outing. You will be notified if any changes to this 
arrangement are necessary.

Participants who do not enjoy full mobility should check with the 
organisers to ensure that the visit will be suitable. 

A deposit of £20 is required for each excursion, unless the full cost is 
required.  Please send a separate cheque for each deposit so that if your 
application is not successful we can return your deposit. If you decide to 
cancel your booking, this deposit will be treated as a donation to the 
Hospice. Cancellations after the balance has been paid may result in the 
loss of the entire price if we are unable to fill the vacancy.

When we receive your booking and deposit for the excursion, we will 
send you a deposit receipt as confirmation of the booking. This receipt 
must be returned with your payment of the balance due, on or before the 
date shown on the receipt. A Boarding Pass will be then sent to you as 
final confirmation, no later than two weeks before the event.  Please 
bring this with you on the day of the excursion and hand it to the courier 
as you board the coach.  The boarding pass guarantees your seat on the 
coach. 

Wheelchairs may be taken, provided access at the venue allows. 
Helpers will not always be available. Please check at the time of booking.

For further information regarding the Programme of Excursions, please 
call Tanyia Ingham or Gordon Thomas at the Hospice on 01892 820533 
or email tanyia.ingham@hospiceintheweald.org.uk. 

To comply with the Data Protection Act we must keep our address 
records up to date. Please notify us of any discrepancies you notice on 
the address label and of any changes through the year.

The Travel Club of Hospice in the Weald is promoted by Hospice in 
the Weald (Marketing) Ltd to whom all cheques should be made 
payable .
Hospice in the Weald Reg Charity No 280276 Hospice in the Weald (Marketing) Ltd Reg Company No 4328458



Our day in London will start at the Old Lady of 
Threadneedle Street.  The historical displays in the 
Museum are from the Bank’s own collections of 
documents, silver, prints, paintings, banknotes and 
coins together with displays of gold, including 
Roman and modern gold bars.  On arrival, there will 
be an audio visual presentation about the history 
and role of the Bank today, after which, you may browse the Museum 
with the benefit of an audio guide.
We have arranged for our group to have lunch at 16th century Middle 
Temple Hall.  The Hall is the centre of the life of the Middle Temple Inn 
where Bench, Bar and Students meet daily for lunch. After lunch we will 
make our way to The London Silver Vaults which are just a short stroll 
away.  Behind its huge steel doors and within its vaulted walls, it is 
possible to find anything from a champagne swizzle stick to a full size 
silver armchair!
Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, entry to
Bank of England and London Silver Vaults and lunch.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 8.30am and departs London at 
4.00pm

Celebrities from the hugely popular BBC television 
series past and present will be joined by their world-
class professional partners to perform intricate dance 
moves and show stopping routines which are sure to 
dazzle us.  Along with stunning costumes and fantastic 
live music, the audience will be guided by those all 
important judges to vote for the couple that they think 
deserve the coveted Glitter Ball Trophy. Dancers from 
the current series that are due to perform include Ali 
Bastian, Natalie Cassidy and Zoe Lucker and they will 
be joined by past contestants Austin Healy and Mark 

Ramprakash.  The original gang of four judges, including Arlene Phillips, 
will preside over the judge’s desk.
Why not join us for a glass of sparkling wine before setting off for the O2 
Arena for what promises to be a glittering night.

£47

£72

  Thursday 4th February

Wednesday 24th March 

STRICTLY COME DANCING

BANK OF ENGLAND 
MUSEUM 

Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, aperitif 
and top price seat.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 5.15pm

£69

To get in the festive mood, join us on a magical 
trip to the Land of Snow and the Kingdom of 
Sweets to see the English National Ballet’s 
wonderful performance of The Nutcracker at the 
London Coliseum.  Although Tchaikovsky’s 
eternally popular score, including the Dance of 
the Sugar Plum Fairy, will be familiar, this is a 
brand new production having just had its 
première a few days before our visit.  We will 
arrive in London about midday and you will have 
time to find somewhere for lunch in the Covent Garden area.  The 
London Coliseum is just a short stroll away and we have obtained the 
top-priced tickets in the Dress Circle.
Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity and top 
price seat.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 10.30am and the ballet 
ends at 5.00pm

The next morning, after breakfast, we will meet our 
local guide, Matthieu, who will travel with us all day.  
Matthieu has been a National Guide Interpreter for 7 
years and focuses on his native Normandy (he speaks 
fluent English!)  During our full-day tour, we will visit the 
coastal battery at Longues, the artificial harbour at 
Arromanches which was built by the British in less than 

15 days, Gold, Juno and Sword Beaches and the Pegasus Bridge.  As 
our visit will be on 11th November, at the eleventh hour, we will pause to 
reflect and attend an Armistice Service at Arromanches.  The last stop 
will be a Commonwealth War Cemetery.  Throughout the day, Matthieu 
will be providing commentary on all sites and explain how D-Day and the 
Battle of Normandy unfolded.

After a leisurely breakfast on Friday, we will make our way back to Calais 
with a stop for lunch in the picturesque port of Dieppe.  How about a bowl 
of moules or a spot of Christmas shopping for French goodies before we 
rejoin the coach for the journey home.

Price includes: travel by coach, 2 nights hotel accommodation with ensuite 
room and breakfast (based on two people sharing), services of guide and all 
gratuities.  Supplement for single room £45
The coach leaves the Hospice at 7.30am

Tuesday 14th December

£138

THE NUTCRACKER EXPERIENCE

NORMANDY D-DAY LANDINGS continued 



Oxford, The City of Dreaming Spires, is famous the world over for its 
University and place in history. As there can be no better way of 
discovering this beautiful city than on foot, we have arranged for Blue 
Badge Guides to take us on a 2 hour walking tour showing us the sites 
used for film and TV drama locations.  Our guides will show us famous 
sites and hidden treasures in tucked-away lanes and passages and will 
be delighted to answer any questions along the way.
After the tour, you will be free to find somewhere for lunch in one of the 
numerous cafés or restaurants and continue to explore the city until it is 
time to board the coach for the journey home. 
Price includes:  travel by coach, driver’s gratuity and Blue 
Badge Guides.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 8.15am and departs Oxford 
at 4.00pm

OXFORD Wednesday 6th October

NORMANDY D-DAY LANDINGS Wednesday - Friday
10th -12th November

£34

For our tour of the D-Day landing beaches, we will travel through the 
superb Normandy countryside to Caen, which will be our base for our 
two nights stay.  Caen, the 
capital of Lower Normandy, is 
a vibrant, buzzing city and our 
Ibis Hotel is located right in the 
city centre.
  
We will arrive at the hotel late 
afternoon and you will be free 
for the remainder of the day to 
explore the city and find 
somewhere for dinner.

Set high above the famous white cliffs, Dover 
Castle boasts a colourful and fascinating history.  
After two years of careful historical research and 
painstaking preparation by the country’s top artists 
and craftspeople, Dover Castle’s Great Tower has 
been transformed into the impressive medieval 
palace it was when it was newly completed in 

1186.  English Heritage has invested £2.45m in the ambitious and 
unique project – the largest of its kind ever undertaken – re-creating 
powerful King Henry II’s sumptuous showcase palace, where he 
entertained VIPs from home and abroad.

After morning coffee on arrival, you will be free to explore centuries of 
history and re-live the turbulent war years as you discover the labyrinth 
of Secret Wartime Tunnels built deep within the cliffs.  We have arranged 
for tours of the Secret Tunnels with expert guides and they will take us 
in the operations rooms, barracks and underground hospital – complete 
with operating theatre – where 700 servicemen and women lived and 
worked during the worst of the war.  You should also set aside time to 
see the slightly spooky medieval 
Underground Works and to enjoy 
the views towards France from the  
War Signal Station on Admiralty 
Lookout, used in both World Wars.  
You can learn about the 
techniques used to detect enemy 
ships and even try your hand at 
Morse code!

A free land train helps to get visitors around but steep slopes and 
distances from drop-off points are challenging for those with walking 
difficulties.  Please wear sensible walking shoes.  Lunch can be taken 
at the NAAFI Restaurant or you may prefer to bring a packed lunch.

Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, entry to Dover 
Castle and coffee on arrival.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 9.00am and departs Dover at
4pm

DOVER CASTLE               Wednesday 7th April

££38



Hatfield House in Hertfordshire, just 21 miles north of London, is a fine 
Jacobean House and Garden in a spectacular countryside setting.   Built 
by Robert Cecil, Ist Earl of Salisbury and Chief Minister to King James I 
from 1607 to 1611, it has a marvellous collection of pictures, furnishings 
and historic armour on display. Today, it is home for the 7th Marquess of 
Salisbury.

Our day at Hatfield House will start with morning coffee/tea and biscuits.  
Your entrance ticket allows you to explore the house, the park and West 
gardens but to add to your enjoyment, we have arranged for private 
guided tours of the house.  The garden at Hatfield House dates from the 
early 17th century when Robert Cecil employed John Tradescant the 
Elder to collect plants for his new home. Tradescant was sent to Europe 
where he found and brought back trees, bulbs, plants and fruit trees, 
which had never previously been grown in England.   The West garden 
includes a scented garden and herb garden.  Following the fashion for 
landscape gardening and some neglect in the 18th century, restoration 
of the garden started in earnest in Victorian times. Lady Gwendolen 
Cecil, younger daughter of Prime Minister Salisbury, designed the West 
Garden as it is today. The adjoining wilderness area is at its best in 
spring with masses of naturalised daffodils.  Before we leave for the 
journey home, we will enjoy a cream team in Leith’s Coach House 
Restaurant.

Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, entry to Hatfield 
House and gardens, coffee on arrival and cream tea.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 8.45am and departs Hatfield
House at 4.00pm

HATFIELD HOUSE Thursday 22nd April

£49

Our annual excursion on the River Thames will take us  upstream from 
where we finished last year. We will board our boat at Runnymede 
Boathouse and cruise upstream to the Bells of Ouzeley which featured 
in Jerome K. Jerome’s “Three men in a Boat”. The boat passes through 
Old Windsor Lock and continues to cruise upstream through the pretty 
villages of Old Windsor and Datchet.  Travelling through the grounds of 

Windsor Castle, the boat then passes 
through Romney Lock, Windsor, both 
Boveney and Bray Locks, past Oakley Court 
and Monkey Island  before arriving for 
disembarking at Maidenhead Promenade. 
While we take in the beautiful scenery, 
envoyage we will be served a tasty 
Boatmans Buffet lunch.

Price includes:  travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, river 
cruise and buffet lunch.
The coach leaves the Hospice at  9.00am and departs 
Maidenhead at 3.00pm

If you have watched the BBC TV programme, Jimmy’s Farm, the location 
of today’s excursion should look 
familiar!  Jimmy Doherty’s struggle to 
bring a derelict farm back to life made 
an enthralling television series.  On 
arrival,  we will be greeted by a 
member of Jimmy’s Farm staff and 
given  a guided tour around the farm.   
A tasty lunch (sausages and mash) will 
be served in the old barn.  In the 
afternoon, we continue to explore the 
timeless beauty of Constable Country 
through the Stour Valley.   We will stop 
in Dedham Vale to visit Flatford Mill where he painted “The Haywain” and 
you will be able to have a cup of tea before the journey home.

Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, the Farm 
Tour and lunch.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 9am and departs Dedham 
Vale at 4.00pm

A TASTE OF SUFFOLK Thursday 19th August

£52

THAMES RIVER CRUISE Wednesday 1st September

£59



Today is a day for pomp and pageantry!  Our 
Blue Badge Guide today served in the Band 
of HM Scots Guards for 13 years and took 
part in many ceremonial occasions.  We will 
meet him at a pub near St James’s Park for 
morning coffee, learn how to shine our boots 
and groom a bearskin.  It is a 300 yard walk 
to Wellington Barracks where we will be 
based for the remainder of the morning.  
We’ll get a good clear view of The Mounting 
of the Queen’s Guard during which the band 
play 15 minutes of popular music before 
marching off.   While the guards are away, 
our guide will tell us anecdotes from a life 
Under the Bearskin and we will also visit the 
Guards Chapel and the Guards Museum 
before emerging to see the guards march 
back into barracks.

For lunch, you may wish to walk back to the pub, sample the delights at 
the Inn in the Park or bring your own picnic to enjoy in the Park. Our 
afternoon will be spent at The Royal Mews learning about the work of the 
Royal Household staff that provide transport of both the four legged and 
the motorised kind.  The Royal Mews houses the State vehicles used for 
coronations, State Visits, royal weddings, the State Opening of 
Parliament and official engagements.  We will see the Gold State Coach 
which was last used during The Queen's Golden Jubilee in 2002 to carry 
Her Majesty and Prince Philip to the Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul's 
�&�D�W�K�H�G�U�D�O����

For most of the year the stables are home to the working horses that play 
an important role in The Queen's official and ceremonial duties.  They 
are mainly Cleveland Bays but also Windsor greys, which by tradition 
always draw the carriage in which The Queen is travelling. As they may 
be on duty, undergoing training or having a well-deserved rest, please 
be aware that the horses are not always on view.

Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, services 
of Blue Badge Guide, morning coffee and entry to The Royal 
Mews.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 8.30am and departs London at 
4.15pm 

UNDER THE BEARSKIN Wednesday 14th July

£47

Enjoy a moment in history and see the 
tremendous scale of developments that are 
transforming a neglected area of London’s East 
End into a series of world class venues for 2012.  
In three years time one billion people will be 
looking at the London we are going to show you 
today.  Now is the time to come and see what is 
going on and seeing the Olympic Park take 
shape and discovering how London is gearing 
up for the big event is truly exciting.  

After coffee in Stratford, we will meet our Blue Badge Guide who has 
passed exams on a specialist course covering all aspects of the 
Olympics & Paralympics. He will board the coach and we will drive over 
to Pudding Mill & Fish Island in the Lower Lea Valley of the Olympic Park.  
In addition to seeing the 2012 venues you’ll hear the story of the first two 
London Olympics of 1908 and 1948, both arranged on a strict budget.  
Back to Stratford town centre for a roast beef lunch - the beef is bought 
direct from Smithfield Meat Market by Michael the landlord and is served 
with all the trimmings.

In the afternoon we begin with a drive through Royal Docks where you’ll 
see the Sir Steve Redgrave Bridge and Excel which will need no further 
construction work to host the Boxing, Judo, 
Weightlifting, Wrestling, Table Tennis and Tae Kwon 
Do. Then we cross the Thames for an interesting 
drive out to the Woolwich Barracks where some of 
the shooting events will be held. Finally we stop at 
the North Greenwich Arena, which is how the O2 
Arena will be known come 2012,  when it hosts the gymnastic events.  
Inside the massive tented space, there is a whole high street of shops 
and you may quench your thirst with a cup of tea at the nearby Gun Pit 
Café before heading for home.

Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, services of Blue
Badge Guide and lunch.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 8.30am and departs Greenwich
at 4.45pm

OLYMPIC LONDON Tuesday 4th May

£43



CHATHAM  DOCKYARD Friday  4th June 

The trunk route of Britain's canal network, 
the picturesque Grand Union links London 
through the Chilterns with Birmingham via 
the longest single canal in Britain.  Our 
cruise today is on a pretty stretch of the 
Grand Union Canal just north of the 
Chiltern Hills in Buckinghamshire.  The 
canal winds its way up into the hills via two 
flights of locks to the summit near the town 
of Tring.  On the way it passes through the 
village of Marsworth and alongside the 

Marsworth reservoirs which are nature reserves and a refuge for many 
water birds.  Whilst on board The Chiltern Countess, we will be served a 
light lunch of a Ploughman’s Platter as we enjoy a gentle meander along 
this lovely waterway.
Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity,
canal cruise and lunch. 
The coach leaves the Hospice at 9.00am and departs Tring at 3.00pm

GREBE CANAL Wednesday 26th May

£42

The Historic Dockyard Chatham is a unique, award-winning maritime 
heritage attraction.  Set in an 80 acres estate with stunning Georgian and 
Victorian architecture, the exciting maritime galleries and attractions are 
brought to life by costumed guides.  We have arranged for costumed 
guides to take us on an entertaining Victorian Ropery Tour.  Rope has 
been made at the Chatham Ropeyard for 
almost 400 years and we will discover 
why rope was so important to the Royal 
Navy in the Age of Sail and find out about 
the role of the “Women of the Ropery” in 
1875.  In the afternoon we will take a trip 
back in time aboard Britain’s last coal-
fired paddle steamer.  Built in 1924 for 
service on the River Dart, the PS 
Kingswear Castle will take us on a 
leisurely cruise on the River Medway.  Whilst on board, we will be served 
a cream tea.
Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, entry to
Chatham Dockyard, river cruise and cream tea.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 9am and departs Chatham at 3.30pm

£46

We will be visiting the beautiful estuary of the The Stour, journeying from 
England’s smallest town to the sea 
by the Ha’Penny Pier in Old 
Harwich.  In the afternoon we take  
a scenic drive en route to The Beth 
Chatto Gardens. Our day begins in 
Manningtree, which was the centre 
of the cloth trade in Tudor times and 
later a flourishing port for barges 
carrying mixed cargoes down the 
coast to London.  We have 
arranged for morning coffee at 
Mistley Quay Workshops.
By coach we follow the Stour to where it meets the Orwell and flows into 
the sea at Harwich.  The street pattern in the historic gem that is Old 
Harwich is mediaeval and the atmosphere seafaring.  Harwich is an 
outstanding Conservation Area and there are many fine brick-fronted 
Georgian and early Victorian buildings.  The Ha’Penny Pier was once the 
departure point for steamships to the continent and the quaint ticket 

office survives and is used as a 
Visitor Information Centre. Old 
Harwich is a really enjoyable 
place to explore and have lunch.
After lunch we drive inland to 
Elmstead Market, home to Beth 
Chatto Gardens.  Beth Chatto, the 
winner of ten consecutive gold 
medals at the Chelsea Flower 
Show is said to be today’s 
Gertrude Jekyll.  We are going to 

visit her own garden including the now famous Gravel Garden, cleverly 
planted to resemble a dried up river bed. There is a nursery on site for 
the green fingered and we will enjoy a cream tea before making our way 
back to Pembury.

Price includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity, morning coffee, 
admission to the gardens and cream tea.
The coach leaves the Hospice at 8.30am and departs
Beth Chatto Gardens at 4.00pm

£39

BETH CHATTO GARDENS & Tuesday 29th June


